Abstract ISS Orlando, March 2009
A Wheelchair Assessment, a Mix of Knowledge 
Any individual dependent on a wheelchair needs one that can be adjusted.  Adding accessories and/or homemade adaptations to a non-adjustable wheelchair can’t substitute for an adjustable wheelchair.
A wheelchair assessment requires a mix of knowledge. Positioning, transferring, propelling technique and environmental limitations have to be considered through the whole assessment. Many adjustments also require mechanical skills to understand the consequences and to know all adjustments that need to be made. 
We need to know the individual’s needs and expectations and in what environment the wheelchair will be used. We also need to examine the individual’s physical abilities and consider future changes due to functional impairments, illness or age.
The physical evaluation gives information about body alignment, spinal deformities, joint mobility, balance and ability to use the arms and head. It also gives indications of and how the individual will be able to transfer, change position and propel the wheelchair. Preferably, the evaluation is not only performed in a supine position but also seated, in order to compare the body alignment and examine voluntary movements.
Setting Objectives
According to the individual abilities and environment, goals are set and a suitable mobility solution can be chosen.
But is the wheelchair adjusted based on the initial analysis and goals? 

By comparison, leg prosthesis assessments are much more complex, and the difference is sobering. They are usually carefully performed by orthopaedic technicians skilled for the task, with gait training and handling supervised by a physical therapist. There is also a focus on secondary injuries and the patient is followed up.  
Wheelchairs have developed from simple cross-folding, non-adjustable chairs to advanced multi-adjustable chairs with a full range of accessories. Most adjustments affect other settings, which have consequences for both positioning and the performance of the wheelchair.  It is with tools that we influence the wheelchair user´s daily life. Isn’t it realistic to demand special courses for professionals that combine consistent assessment routines with necessary mechanical skills? A skilled clinician has the ability to ensure the client a safe and stable position which allows freedom of movement and improved independence. This also reduces the risk for secondary injuries and saves costs for the society. 
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